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“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  
You shall have no other gods before me.” –Exodus 20:2-3 

 
 “And he said, “You take my gods that I made and the priest, and go away, and what have I left?  

How then do you ask me, ‘What is the matter with you?’” –Judges 18:24   
 
 
 

1. Defining Idolatry 

a. Webster: 
i. The worship of a physical object as a god. 
ii. Immoderate attachment or devotion to something.  

b. Wikipedia
1
 

i. Idolatry is usually defined as worship of any cult image, idea, or object, as 
opposed to the worship of a monotheistic God. It is considered a major sin in the 
Abrahamic religions whereas in religions where such activity is not considered as 
sin, the term "idolatry" itself is absent. Which images, ideas, and objects, 
constitute idolatry, and which constitute reasonable worship, is a matter of 
contention with some religious authorities and groups using the term to describe 
certain other religions apart from their own (sometimes resulting in iconoclasm). 

c. Tim Keller
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i. Sin isn’t only doing bad things, it is more fundamentally making good things into 
ultimate things. Sin is building your life and meaning on anything, even a very 
good thing, more than on God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us and 
enslave us. Sin is primarily idolatry. 

d. Tim Keller
3
 

i. Most people think sin primarily as “breaking divine rules,” but Kierkegaard knows 
that the very first of the Ten Commandments is to “have no other gods before 
me.” So, according to the Bible, the primary way to define sin is not just the doing 
of bad things, but the making of good things into ultimate things.  

 
It is seeking to establish a sense of self by making something else more central 
to your significance, purpose, and happiness than your relationship to God. 

e. Martin Luther 
i. I can preach the Gospel with the clearest voice and in the loudest way, but if I fail 

to preach it at the point where it is currently under attack, I have not preached it 
at all. 

 

 

2. Idolatry in the Bible 

a. Exodus 20:1-17 
i. The Ten Commandments 
ii. Specifically the first (v2), the second (v3), and the tenth (v17). 

b. Deuteronomy 4:15-31, 12:29-32 
c. Judges 17-18 

i. Micah and the Levite 
ii. Especially 18:24 

d. Psalm 106 
e. Isaiah 44:9-20 
f. Acts 17:16-34 

i. Especially 17:16 

                                                 
1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idolatry  

2
 http://www.monergism.com/postmodernidols.html  

3
 Tim Keller, The Reason for God (New York, NY: Penguin Group), p 162. (Chapter 10) 
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g. Ephesians 5:5 
h. Colossians 3:1-17 
i. 1 John 5:21 

i. A tag-on, or a summary? 

 

 

3. Micah, A Detailed Look at Judges 17-18 

a. 17:6: “In those days, there was no king in Israel.  Everyone did what was right in their 
own eyes.” 

b. Micah steals from his mom, then gives it back. 
i. She praises him and makes an idol for him. 
ii. So now we have homemade idols of pilfered silver. 
iii. Then the production of a private shrine. 
iv. The making of a personal priest (Micah’s son) 
v. Then the adopting of a personal priest (the wondering Levite). 
vi. A whole bunch of religious paraphernalia. 

c. 18:1: “In those days, there was no king in Israel.” 
d. Then the tribe of Dan, stealing from Micah – his idols and his priest. 
e. Micah’s response (18:24a): “And he said, “You take my gods that I made and the priest, 

and go away, and what have I left?”” 

 

 

4. Near Idols4 

Near Idols are often readily identified (by ourselves and those close to us) and are often blamed 
as the cause of many of our spiritual and relational problems.  
 
Circle the any phrases on page 3 of this handout that may apply to your life in any capacity. 

 
 

5. For Next Time: 

a. Read Judges 17-18. 
b. Block off a half hour and work through the Diagnostics Questions handout.   

i. Pray before starting and also while you’re going through it that God would reveal 
the idols of your heart. 

c. Come back through page 3 of this handout and read through the list of “near idols” again. 
i. Re-evaluate the ones you circled. 
ii. Circle any additional ones that God is laying on your heart. 
iii. Write out any new ones that God has revealed to you. 

d. Read Colossians 3:1-17 and Matthew 7:24-27. 
e. Come back next week ready to discuss and share this experience to the extent that you 

are comfortable (no one will be forced to share). 

 

 

6. Class Handouts, etc Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 

 

                                                 
4
 These questions (page 3) were taken from a PDF file that I had in my files from the Journey Church (www.journeyon.net).  I cannot 

recall or locate precisely where I downloaded this from, but I believe the questions originated from another source (Keller, Kaufman, 
Keyes?). 
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Power idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I have power and influence over others.  
 
Approval idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am loved and respected by ____________.  
 
Comfort idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I have this kind of pleasure experience, a particular quality 
of life."  
 
Control idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am able to get mastery over my life in the area of 
________________.  
 
Image idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I have a particular kind of look or body image.  
 
Helping idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, people are dependent on me and need me."  
 
Dependence idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, someone' is there to protect me and keep me safe."  
 
Independence idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am completely free from obligations or 
responsibilities to take care of someone.”  
 
Work idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am highly productive getting a lot done."  
 
Achievement idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am being recognized for my accomplishments, if I 
ant excelling in my career."  
 
Materialism idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I have a certain level of wealth, financial freedom, and 
very nice possessions.  
 
Religion idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am adhering to my religion's moral codes and 
accomplished in its activities."  
 
Individual person idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, this one person is in my life and happy there 
and/or happy with me."  
 
Irreligion idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I feel I am totally independent of organized religion and 
with a self-made morality.  
 
Racial/cultural idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, my race and culture is ascendant and recognized as 
superior."  
 
Inner ring idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, a particular social grouping or professional grouping or 
other group lets me in."  
 
Family idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, my children and/OR my parents are happy and happy with 
me."  
 
Relationship idolatry: idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, Mr. or Ms. 'Right' is in love with me."  
 
Suffering idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, I am hurting and in a problem only then do I feel noble or 
worthy of love or am able to deal with guilt."  
 
Ideology idolatry: "Life only has meaning/I only have worth if, my political or social cause or party is making progress and 
ascending in influence or power. 

 

 

 

 


