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 “Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”” – 1 Samuel 16:12b 
 

“I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your 
hands.”  – 1 Samuel 24:20 

 
 

1. Chapter 16: The Anointing of David 

a. God directs Samuel to go to Bethlehem to anoint one of Jesse’s sons. 
b. David 

i. 13:14, 15:28, 16:1 
ii. 16:12-13 
iii. 16:13 – The Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. 

1. Contrast with temporary empowerment that we saw with Saul. 
c. Contrast with Saul 

i. 9:2 (tall), 10:23-24 (tall, but also chosen by God). 
d. God’s view 

i. 16:7 – The Lord sees not what man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart. 

 

2. Chapter 17: David and Goliath 

a. Saul and all of Israel are scared (17:11) 
b. David: who is this guy? (17:26) 

i. Contrast with Saul not doing “what his hand found to do” (attacking the Philistine 
outpost), not telling his uncle about being anointed by Samuel, and also hiding 
behind the baggage. 

ii. David shows up and asks a theological question. 
iii. His confidence is in the Lord. 

c. David and Saul converse (17:33-37) 
d. David vs. Goliath (17:41-47) 
e. Saul: who is this guy? (17:55ff) 

i. Recalling 13:13-14, 15:28? 
 

3. Chapter 18: Alliance with Jonathan, Saul’s Anger, Israel’s Confirmation of 

David 

a. Focus on the relationship between David and Jonathan. 
b. 18:7-9 – Saul’s anger – eyes David from that day on. 
c. 18:12-16 – Saul’s fear and God being with David. 
d. Saul’s attempt to use his daughters as a snare for David – trying to get him killed by the 

Philistines. 
i. 18:28-29 – Saul even more afraid. 

 

4. Chapter 19: Saul Tries to Kill David and Everyone Prophesies 

a. Saul is easily swayed (a continual theme in these chapters). 
i. Flip-flopper: kill David, don’t kill David. 

b. God’s protection over David at Ramah. 
i. Everyone prophesies. 
ii. Even Saul! 

 

5. Chapter 20: Jonathan “Gets It” and Warns David with Arrows. 

a. Again, the relationship between David and Jonathan. 
b. Saul calls Jonathan and s.o.b. and expresses his frustration with him (20:30-31). 

i. Saul certainly “gets it” here – Jonathan will not become king as long as David is 
around. 
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6. Chapter 21: David Gets Holy Bread and Goliath’s Sword, Acts Like a Madman 

at Gath. 

a. David goes to Ahimelech, the priest at Nob. 
i. Eats holy bread here at Nob. 
ii. Receives Goliath’s sword here. 

b. Saul’s servant, Doeg, was there and witnessed all of this. 
c. David flees to Achish, the king of Gath. 

i. Acts like a madman to retain some cover. 
 

7. Chapter 22: Saul Slaughters Ahimelech and the Priests of Nob. 

a. Saul is after David, confronts Ahimelech. 
i. Ahimelech responds: who among you is as faithful as David? 

b. Saul puts the city of Nob to the sword (22:18-19). 
i. 85 priests, men, women, child, and infant, ox, donkey, and sheep. 
ii. Irony with respect to 15:3. 

 

8. Chapter 23: David Delivers Keilah from Philistines, Learns that They will 

Deliver Him to Saul 

a. David’s inquires of the Lord. 
i. 23:2, 4, 10-11 
ii. Contrast with Saul’s lack of inquiring of the Lord. 

b. David and Jonathan’s relationship. 
i. True friendship: Jonathan helped him to find strength in God. 
ii. Jonathan (the natural heir to the throne) recognizes God’s will for kingship and 

bows to David. 

 

9. Chapter 24: David Repays Evil With Good – Spares Saul. 

a. David passes on a chance to kill Saul in the cave. 
b. David is resolved with God’s will (24:12-15). 

i. Two times, David says “may the Lord…(judge).” 
c. Saul (the flip-flopper) acknowledges that David will be king (24:20). 

 

10. Chapter 25: Nabal and Abigail: A Hard Heart and a Heart for David 

a. Samuel dies (25:1). 
b. Abigail prevents David from acting irrationally. 

 

11. Chapter 26: David Spares a Sleeping Saul 

a. David passes on another chance to kill Saul – this time at Saul’s camp. 
b. Saul the flip-flopper again. 

 

12. Chapter 27: David Moves to Gath 

a. David appears weary, flees to the land of the Philistines and Saul gives up on him. 
b. David makes friends with Achish, King of Gath. 

i. Receives the city of Ziklag. 
ii. Still continues to take care of business (27:8-9). 

 

13. Chapter 28: Prep for War (Philistines vs. Israel): Saul and the Medium. 

a. Philistines gather to go to war against Israel. 
i. Achish tells David he is expected to fight for the Philistines. 

b. We’re reminded that Samuel is dead (28:3). 
i. Recall 25:1. 

c. Saul gets scared and inquires of the Lord, but the Lord does not answer him (28:4-7). 
i. Saul tries to inquire of the Lord via dreams, Urim, and prophets to no avail. 
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ii. Turns to seeking a medium, En-dor. 
d. Samuel makes an appearance and converses with Saul (28:15-19). 

i. Samuel reminds Saul that the Lord has turned His back on Saul and has given 
the kingdom to David. 

ii. Samuel prophesies Saul’s death (tomorrow). 
 

14. Chapter 29: The Philistines Reject David 

a. As the Philistines are heading out for war, some of them ask Achish, “Isn’t this David, the 
king of Israel that is going out with us?  What gives?” 

i. Decide that perhaps David should stay home from the show-down. 
ii. Afraid he may turn on them? 

 

15. Chapter 30: David vs. the Amalekites 

a. Amalekites attack Ziklag while David and the Philistines were prepping for war.  
i. The people were all bitter and talk about stoning David. 
ii. David strengthened himself in the Lord. 

1. Reminiscent of how Jonathan “strengthened David in the Lord” back in 
chapter 23). 

b. David inquires of the Lord and attacks them back. 
i. 200 hundred of David’s men are left back because they are too tired to fight. 
ii. A confrontation occurs then over the spoils. 
iii. David offers grace – the undeserving men receive just as those that went out and 

fought. 
iv. We are one. 
v. Sets a precedence. 

 

16. Chapter 31: The Death of Saul 

a. Philistines and Israel go to battle. 
b. Philistines kill Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchi-shua – sons of Saul. 
c. They also injure Saul. 

i. Saul asks his armor bearer to finish him off. 
ii. Armor bearer won’t, so Saul falls on his own sword. 

 

17. End of 1 Samuel: 

a. Chaos is brewing 
i. Samuel is dead and we have no obvious successor. 
ii. Saul is dead. 
iii. Jonathan (David’s closest friend) is dead. 
iv. Israel is fleeing from the Philistines. 

b. All leads us to contemplate: Is David up for this? 
 
 

18. For Next Time: 

a. Read 2 Samuel 1-12  
i. Take some notes, journal, make an outline – do something extra.   

1. What stands out to you?  What troubles you? 
 

ii. As you read about David, take note of ways that he is contrasted with Saul.  Jot 
them down. 

 
iii. In chapter 2, who does Abner (the commander of Saul’s army) name as king? 

 
iv. Pay attention to Joab.  He appears over and over throughout 2 Samuel. 
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v. Pay special attention to 2 Samuel 7 – the Davidic/Dynastic Promise. 
1. What words or phrases are repeated often?  What is the significance? 
2. Why is this passage so important? 

 
vi. Pay special attention to 2 Samuel 11-12 – David and Bathsheba. 

1. Most of us have read or heard this story told or expounded upon several 
times.  What, specifically, stands out to you this time through? 

2. Does it convict you?  Encourage you? 
3. What character traits do you see in David (good or bad)? 

 
vii. How does David respond when Nathan calls him out? 

 
 

19. Class Handouts, etc Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 

 


