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 “The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was.  Then the Lord called Samuel.” – 1 Samuel 3:3-4a 

 
 

1. Hannah’s Vow and the Birth of Samuel (Chapter 1) 

a. Elkanah (faithful) and his two wives. 
i. Hannah – no children 
ii. Peninnah – had children 

b. Peninnah would provoke Hannah lording over her the fact that she did not have any 
children.  She sort of rubbed it in. 

c. Elkanah and Hannah go up to Shiloh to worship and offer sacrifices. 
i. We meet Eli. 
ii. Hannah’s vow: if God will provide her with a son, she will give him to the Lord all 

the days of his life and no razor shall touch his head. 
1. ~Nazarite Vow. 

iii. Hannah is praying and pouring her heart out to God. 
1. Eli mistakes it for drunkenness because apparently he is more familiar 

with that behavior. 
d. They return to Ramah. 

i. ESV: “Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her.” 
ii. Conceives and gives birth to a child. 
iii. After he is weaned, she takes him back to Eli in Shiloh and hands him over. 

 
 

2. Hannah’s Prayer (Chapter 2:1-10) 

a. Parallels with Mary’s prayer (Luke 1:46ff) (aka Mary’s Magnificat) 
i. Opens with jubilation. 
ii. Extols God’s uniqueness and holiness. 
iii. Condemns proud boasting. 

1. Don’t be arrogant. 
2. God sees your heart. 

iv. God reverses human conditions (v4-8). 
v. Expresses the Lord’s faithfulness. 

b. Establishes 
i. God’s sovereignty. 
ii. Our submissiveness. 

 
 

3. Samuel’s Growth, Eli’s (household) Decline (Chapter 2:12-36) 

a. 2:12-26: Eli’s wicked sons. 
i. 2:12 – wicked men; had no regard for the Lord. 
ii. 2:17 – sons treated the offering of the Lord with contempt by taking the raw meat 

to get the fat. 
b. Intertwining here with Samuel and Eli’s sons. 
c. Hannah is blessed with three sons and two daughters. 
d. 2:21 – Samuel grew in the presence of the Lord. 
e. Eli rebukes his sons, accuses them of sinning against the Lord. 

i. But they would not listen…for it was the will of the Lord to put them to death 
(v25). 

f. 2:26 – And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and favor with the Lord and with 
men. 

g. 2:27 – A man of God (prophet) comes to Eli: 
i. Eli called out for honoring his sons above the Lord. 
ii. Eli’s household rebuked. 
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iii. 2:34 – Hophni and Phinehas will die on the same day; this will be a sign to Eli 
that what has been prophesied is taking place.  

iv. 2:35 – promise of rising up a faithful priest (probably fulfilled in the person of 
Zadok – priest during David’s reign). 

 
 

4. Samuel Answers the Lord’s Call (Chapter 3) 

a. Chapter 2 ends and chapter 3 begins with a reminder of how bleak things are in Israel. 
i. Eli mentioned as having poor eyesight – growing dim. 

b. 3:3 – (But) The lamp of God had not yet gone out. 
i. See also  

1. 2 Samuel 21:15-17  
2. 1 Kings 11:34-36  
3. 1 Kings 15:3-4 
4. 2 Kings 8:16-19 

c. 3:4 – Then the Lord called Samuel. 
d. “The Lord called Samuel.”  3:10 – “the Lord came and stood…” 
e. The Lord calls Samuel 3 times and 3 times he goes to Eli. 
f. And each time Samuel responds with this word, “hinneni”, here I am. 

i. See also: 
1. Genesis 22:1, 11 
2. Exodus 3:4 
3. Isaiah 6:8 

g. After the third time, Eli realizes that it is God calling Samuel and so Eli tells Samuel what 
to do. 

h. The fourth call, Samuel responds to God, God tells Samuel that He is about to fulfill all of 
the things spoken about Eli’s house. 

i. The next morning, Eli asks Samuel what God told him. 
ii. Samuel gives it to him straight. 
iii. Eli takes it like a man – “He is the Lord: let him do what is good in his eyes.”    

i. 3:19 – Samuel grew and the Lord was with him; none of his words fell to the ground. 
j. 3:20 – all of Israel knew that he was a prophet of the Lord. 
k. 3:21 – The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh – revealing himself to Samuel through his 

word. 
 
 

5. The Maturation of Samuel (Summary) 

a. 2:11 – “The boy ministered before the Lord under Eli the priest.” 
b. 2:21 – “The boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord.” 
c. 2:26 – “The boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with 

men.” 
d. 3:19 – “The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the 

ground.” 
 
 

6. For Next Time: 

a. Read 1 Samuel 4-9. 
i. At the end of Chapter 6, ask yourself: 

1. If you were a Philistine, what are you thinking right now?  How do you 
process this?  What are the implications of what just happened? 

2. If you were an Israelite, what are you thinking right now?  How do you 
process this?  What are the implications of what just happened? 

 
ii. Focus also on 1 Samuel 7:2-4. 

1. What stands out as significant in this passage? 
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iii. As you reach 1 Samuel 8, ask yourself: 
1. What do we make of Israel’s demand for a king?  Why do they say they 

want a king? 
2. How does God respond (in general, and also specifically to Samuel)? 
3. What stands out to you in chapter 9 when Samuel and Saul first meet? 
 

 

7. Class Handouts, etc Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 

 
 


