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 “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord…” -- Judges 13:1 
 

“In those days there was no king in Israel.  Every man did what was right in his own eyes.”  
-- Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25 

 
 

1. Samson (13:1 – 16:31): 

a. The cycle 
i. Israel does evil (13:1a). 
ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (13:1b). 

1. God delivers them into the hands of the Philistines for 40 years. 
2. Twice as long as any previous length of oppression (Deborah/Barak – 20 

years). 
iii. They cry out, God responds… (13:2-5) 

1. Notice that there is no “crying out to the Lord.” 
2. Contrast with the prior 5 cycles – each one, they “cry out to the Lord.” 

a. Othniel (3:7-9) 
b. Ehud (3:12-15) 
c. Deborah (4:1-3) 
d. Gideon (6:1-2, 6) 
e. Jephthah (10:6-10) 

3. Nevertheless, God intervenes and raises up Samson and despite his 
sinful, woman-chasing lifestyle, God uses him to stir up action against 
the Philistine oppressors. 

iv. A judge (Samson) is raised up (13:2-25). 
1. Angel of the Lord appears to Samson’s (soon-to-be) Mom. 
2. Notice – the appearance of the angel of the Lord was unsolicited. 
3. He tells her she will have a son. 

a. He tells her she is not to consume any unclean food during her 
pregnancy – a law she should have already been keeping. 

4. He will be a Nazirite to God and shall begin to save Israel from the hand 
of the Philistines. 

a. Nazirite vow (see Numbers 6:1-21): 
i. Avoid coming into contact with a dead body (6:9-12). 
ii. Refrain from consuming wine or other intoxicating drink 

– anything from the vine (6:1-4) 
iii. Refrain from cutting one’s hair for the duration of the vow 

(6:5-8). 
5. Second appearance by the angel of the Lord. 
6. Samson is born, he grew, and the Lord blessed him (24), and the Spirit 

of the Lord began to stir him. 
v. God is with them, they break free, have rest. 

1. Not this time. 
 
b. Judges 14: Samson’s marriage. 

i. Samson finds a woman in Timnah, a daughter of the Philistines. 
ii. Samson comes home and he demands that his parents get her for him as a wife. 
iii. Important parenthetical statement in 14:4 

1. God is faithful and he will be faithful despite Israel’s unfaithfulness. 
2. He will stir up this situation to draw animosity between Israel and the 

Philistines.   
iv. Kills a lion on the way there (we’re told that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him) 

and eats some wild honey from the dead carcass. 
1. Broke part of the Nazirite vow. 

v. 14:12 – Samson tells the riddle the people of Timnah. 
1. “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet. “ 
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vi. They ask Samson’s wife for the solution, and threaten to burn her and her family 
if she does not tell them. 

vii. She bugs Samson for 7 days and he eventually tells her, she tells them. 
1. They respond to Samson with a counter-riddle: 

a. What is sweeter than honey?  What is stronger than a lion? 
b. And the apparent, implied answer in the case of Samson, is a 

woman’s allure. 
 
c. Judges 15:  

i. Samson goes for his wife, but his father tells him he as given her to his 
companion. 

1. Samson gets 300 foxes, ties torches to their tails and sets them loose in 
the Philistines fields. 

2. The Philistines find out that she is responsible for this, so they burn her 
and her father to death. 

3. Samson kills many of them and goes to a cleft of the rock of Etam. 
ii. Confrontation between the Judahites, Samson, and the Philistines (15:9-12) 
iii. They tie his hands with 2 new ropes and bring him up. 
iv. When he sees the Philistines, the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him and the 

ropes melt off, he finds a donkey jawbone and struck 1000 men. 
v. Samson judges Israel for 20 years. 

 
d. Judges 16: Delilah 

i. Samson goes to Gaza and spends the night with a prostitute. 
ii. Falls in love with Delilah, a woman from the Valley of Sorek. 
iii. The Philistines entice her to seduce him and discover his source of strength. 
iv. She tries 3 times to no avail. 
v. Finally she gets him to tell him about his hair. 

1. It works, and he is subdued. 
vi. The Philistines gouge out his eyes and take him to Gaza and bind him with 

bronze shackles and is put into prison. 
vii. And they celebrate (16:23-24): 
viii. They bring him out to entertain them, he asks for God to give him strength one 

more time, and he shoves two pillars, killing more Philistines that day than he did 
his whole life.  He also died. 

 
 

2. Conclusion (17:1 – 21:25) 

a. Micah, the Levites, the Danites and Some Idols (17-18) 
i. 17:6: “In those days, there was no king in Israel.  Everyone did what was right in 

their own eyes.” 
ii. Micah steals from his mom, then gives it back. 

1. She praises him and makes an idol for him. 
2. So now we have homemade idols of pilfered silver. 
3. Then the production of a private shrine. 
4. The making of a personal priest (Micah’s son) 
5. Then the adopting of a personal priest (the wondering Levite). 
6. A whole bunch of religious paraphernalia. 

iii. 18:1: “In those days, there was no king in Israel.” 
iv. Then the tribe of Dan, stealing from Micah – his idols and his priest. 

1. And the attack of an unsuspecting people. 
  

b. A Levite and His Concubine (19) 
i. 19:1 – “In those days, Israel had no king.” 
ii. Another sojourning Levite in the hill country of Ephraim. 

1. Takes a concubine who is then later unfaithful to him. 
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a. She then goes away to her father’s house and he kindly goes 
and gets her back. 

b. The father is glad to see the Levite, but tries to retain them at his 
house. 

ii. Eventually, he leaves and they go to Jerusalem (Jebus). 
iii. At Gibeah, it is mentioned that he sat down in the square because “no one took 

them into this house to spend the night” i.e. no hospitality. 
iv. A man comes along and takes them into his house. 

1. As they were making their hearts merry, the men of the city come by and 
beat on the door wanting the old man to bring the Levite out so that they 
can have sex with him.  

2. The homeowner offers up his virgin daughter and the Levite’s concubine 
instead and says they can violate them, but not the Levite himself. 

a. The Levite’s concubine is sent out and she is raped and violated 
all night. 

b. She comes back in the morning and falls at the door – 
presumably dead. 

3. The Levite picks her up, goes to his home, cuts her into 12 pieces and 
sends her to the 12 tribes of Israel. 

4. And everyone said: 
a. “Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day 

that the people of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until 
this day; consider it, take counsel, and speak.” 

b. We’re at the climax of the jacked-upness. 
 

c. Israel’s War with Benjamin (20-21) 
i. All of the men of Israel gather (400,000) at Mizpah and demand of the Levite to 

tell them how this happened. 
i. 400,000 Israelites vs. 26,000 Benjaminites (some of whom are described as 

skilled fighters). 
ii. Three battles: 

1. The people of Israel inquire of God – and God tells them to send the tribe 
of Judah up to fight first. 

a. The Benjaminites kill 22,000 of the Israelites in one day. 
2. They inquire of the Lord again as to if they should attack again and he 

says yes. 
a. So they go again, on the second day and 18,000 Israelites are 

killed. 
3. They inquire of the Lord again and he says to go up tomorrow “for 

tomorrow I will give them into your hand.” 
a. The Israelites draw them out of the city, 30 Israelites die, but 

then they ambush with 10,000 chosen from all of Israel and 
destroy 25,100 Benjaminites. 

iii. Chapter 21 –  
1. The Israelites inquire of God why this all happened. 
2. They try to figure out what to do with the remaining men of Benjamin 

since they will not give their daughters over to them. 
a. They find some loop holes. 

iv. Last verse of the book: 
1. “In those days there was no king in Israel.  Everyone did what was right 

in his own eyes.” 
2. Not just a comment noting the lack of a king David type. 
3. “No king in Israel” is representative of saying – they were not following 

God. 
a. And we looked at all the different ways this was true – a lot of 

jacked up stuff going on. 
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3. For Next Time: 

a. Read Ruth. 
i. Be sure to read the book in the context of the larger history of Israel that we’ve 

been studying. 
ii. Given what we know about the state of Israel during this time (Ruth 1:1 places 

the book chronologically with the rest of our study), what stands out to you with 
respect to the story of Ruth? 

iii. Try to identify a major or over-arching theme for the book. 
b. Read Howard’s chapter on Ruth (chapter 4). 
c. Read Howard’s chapter on 1 & 2 Samuel (chapter 5). 

i. What reason is given for the division of 1 and 2 Samuel into two separate books? 
ii. Do we know who wrote 1 & 2 Samuel? 
iii. What does Howard identify as the climax of the two books? 

1. Read that section and see if you agree. 
d. In 1 Samuel 8, the people are going to ask for a King.  Read Genesis 17:6, 16; 35:11; 

49:8-12 (promises about kingship given to the patriarchs) to get some context for 
understanding this passage. 

e. Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20. 

 

 

4. Class Handouts, etc Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 


