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“The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord; they forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals 
and the Asherahs.” – Judges 3:7 

 
“Once again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and because they did this evil the Lord 

gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel.”  -- Judges 3:12 
 

“Once again..; Again..; Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord” -- Judges 4:1; 6:1; 10:6 
 

 
 

1. Abimelech (9:1-57): 

a. Abimelech – Gideon’s son. 
i. Son of Gideon’s concubine – a woman from Shechem which more than likely 

made her a Canaanite. 
ii. Abimelech – translates my father is king. 

b. Abimelech goes to Shechem and convinces them that it is best for him to rule over them 
instead of Gideon’s 70 sons. 

c. Kills his 70 brothers, except Jotham (the youngest) who escaped. 
d. 9:7-21: Jotham goes up to Shechem and calls them out – identifying the fact that they 

allowed all of his brothers to be killed and raised up Abimelech to be king. 
e. Abimelech rules for 3 years. 

i. God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the leaders of Shechem (9:23-
24). 

f. Gaal, son of Ebed moves into town and stirs up some trouble - questions Abimelech’s 
leadership. 

g. Abimelech then lays siege to Shechem, razed it and sowed it with salt. 
i. Abimelech sets the temple of El-Berith (a pagan god) on fire (leaders of 

Shechem have retreated to here). 
ii. About 1000 men and women die. 

h. Abimelech goes up against Thebez and captures it. 
i. Everyone in the city retreats to a strong tower. 
ii. Abimelech gets ready to set this tower on fire and a woman drops a large 

millstone on his head. 
iii. But it doesn’t kill him. 

1. Abimelech asks one of the young men with him to stab him so that it can 
not be said that a woman killed him. 

i. Verses 56-57 sort of sum up the story of Abimelech for us and remind us that it is God 
who is in control. 

i. Thus God repaid the evil of Abimelech. 
ii. Upon the people of Shechem is the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 

j. Some notes about Abimelech / Abimelech in the larger context of Judges. 
i. Not really a judge, but an oppressor. 

1. Not a judge in the sense that the others were. 
2. He unjustly claims kingship for himself and was a leader of sorts for 3 

years. 
ii. The story of Abimelech is really a continuation to the 4

th
 cycle, the story of 

Gideon. 
iii. Unusual weapon of choice: millstone – used by a woman to kill Abimelech. 

 
 

2. Tola (10:1-2): 

a. Minor judge. 
b. Rose to save Israel, led Israel 23 years, then died. 
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3. Jair (10:3-5): 

a. Minor judge. 
b. Led Israel for 22 years, had 30 sons who rode donkeys (royalty). 

i. Must have been a powerful man.   
ii. He would have had to have hand multiple wives and/or concubines (again, a 

Deuteronomy 17:17 no-no). 

 

4. Jephthah (10:6 – 12:7): 

a. The cycle 
i. Israel does evil (10:6). 

1. Worst evil yet, God is angry. 
2. Seven foreign gods listed. 

ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (10:7-9). 
1. God sells them into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites and 

they’re oppressed for 18 years. 
iii. They cry out, God responds…sort of (10:10-16) 

1. v10: they cry out to the Lord and admit their sin. 
2. But God is sick of the cycle. 
3. Compassion or Impatience?  10:16:  

a. NIV: And he (God) could bear Israel’s misery no longer. 
b. ESV: He (God) became impatient over the misery of Israel. 

iv. A judge (Jephthah) is raised up [or “emerges” in this case] (11:1-11). 
1. Jephthah: 

a. He was from Gilead. 
b. He was known as a mighty warrior. 
c. His dad’s name was Gilead. 
d. His mother was a prostitute. 

2. His half brothers (“true sons” of Gilead) run him out of town. 
a. They don’t want him to pull an Abimelech on them. 
b. Jephthah settles in Tob and naturally attracts a following. 

i. NIV vs. NASB/ESV/KJV rendering of the men that 
followed him: 

1. NIV: “a group of adventurers” 
2. NASB/ESV: “worthless fellows” 
3. NKJV: “worthless men…(who) went out raiding 

with him” 
3. When the Ammonites made war on Israel, Gilead needs a mighty 

warrior. 
a. So they go to Tob and solicit Jephthah to come back and lead 

them. 
b. Where is God in all of this? 

4. Jephthah’s response… 
5. Jephthah goes with them and becomes their leader. 

v. Jephthah sends messengers over the Ammonites and says “what’s up?” 
1. King of the Ammonites is accusing Israel for taking their land. 
2. Jephthah’s  threefold response/argument: 

a. The land was captured from Sihon king of the Amorites – not the 
Ammonites (11:15-22).   

b. The Lord gave us this land (11:23-25). 
c. Where have you guys been for 300 years (11:26-27)? 

3. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah and Jephthah sets out 
against them. 

vi. The stupid vow (11:30-31): 
1. IF God delivers, THEN Jephthah will sacrifice the first thing out of his 

door as a burnt offering. 
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2. Bargaining with God(?) vs. inquiring of the Lord (David) 
3. God’s response (specifically in contrast to his responses to David’s 

inquiries) 
4. Contrast 11:29-31 (Jephthah) to 3:10-11 (Othniel). 

vii. God is with them, they break free (11:32-33). 
1. The Lord gave the Ammonites into his hands. 
2. No period of rest specified in this cycle. 

viii. The fulfillment of the stupid vow (11:34-40). 
1. Jephthah returns to his home from battle. 
2. His young, virgin daughter comes dancing out. 
3. What was he expecting? 
4. Vows and responsibility:  Numbers 30. 
5. God’s stance on human sacrifice: Deuteronomy 12:29-31. 
6. Jephthah fulfills his vow – 11:39. 

 
b. Israel vs. Israel: Gilead vs. Ephraim. 

i. Ephraim asks Jephthah why they were not called upon to go up against the 
Ammonites. 

ii. Jephthah says we did. 
iii. A spat ensues and 40,000 Ephraimites are killed.  

1. “Shibboleth” vs. “Sibboleth” 
iv. Depicts the messed-up-ness of Israel during this time. 

 
 

5. Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (12:8-15) 

a. Ibzan 
i. 30 sons and 30 daughters 
ii. Severe intermarriage 

1. Gives his daughters away to those outside the clan. 
2. Brings women in from outside the clan to marry his sons. 

iii. Led Israel for 7 years. 
b. Elon 

i. Led Israel for 10 years. 
c. Abdon 

i. 40 sons and 30 grandsons who rode on donkeys. 
ii. Led Israel for 8 years. 

 
 

6. For Next Time: 

a. Finish reading the book of Judges (13-21) or get caught up if you’ve fallen behind.  Next 
week will be our last week in Judges so this forms a good spot to get caught up before 
we move on. 

i. The story of Samson is the last cycle of the judges that we see.  Try to trace out 
the cycle. 

ii. There is something dramatically different about the cycle in Samuel.  Try to 
identify what is different. 

iii. In 13:2-25, the Angel of the Lord appears to Samson’s mother-to-be.  What 
stands out to you about what the Angel of the Lord says to Samson’s mother-to-
be? 

iv. What is the first thing we read about Samson himself in chapter 14? 
v. What is the significance of the parenthetical statement in 14:4? 
vi. Chapters 17-21 of Judges form this somewhat odd conclusion to the book. 

1. What stands out to you in all of this? 
2. What phrase do you see repeated over and over? 
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3. How would you describe the state of Israel as a nation at the beginning 
of the book of Judges? 

4. How would you describe the state of Israel as a nation at the end of the 
book of Judges? 

 
b. Finish reading the chapter on Judges in Howard’s book. 

 
 

7. Class Handouts, etc Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 

 


