
  OT History – Part 5: Judges 6-8 

   

      Page 1 of 2 

“The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight, so the Lord turned them over to Midian for seven years” 
– Judges 6:1 (NETBible) 

 
“After Gideon died, the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They made Baal-

Berith
 
their god.”  -- Judges 8:33 (NETBible) 

 
 

1. Gideon (6:1 – 8:35): 

a. The cycle 
i. Israel does evil (6:1a). 
 

ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (6:1b -5). 
1. Note the developed account of the oppression this time. 
2. When they cry out this time, God does not immediately raise up a judge. 
3. He sends a prophet to convict them. 
4. God is getting tired of the cycle. 
5. They cry out, but were they truly repentant? 

 
iii. A judge (Gideon) is raised up (6:6-12). 

1. Angel of the Lord appears to Gideon. 
a. 6:12 – “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 
b. 6:16 – “I will be with you.” 
c. The blazing of the sacrifice.   

2. The Lord tells Gideon to take his father’s finest bull(s), cut down the altar 
of Baal and the Asherah beside it, build an altar to the Lord and sacrifice 
the bull on it. 

3. Prep for battle, additional assurance and signs. 
a. 6:36-40 � fleece on the floor. 

4. Reduction of army. 
a. 32,000 � 300. 
b. Vs. 135,000. 

5. One last sign…and the irony. 
a. 7:10-14 � Midianite’s dream. 
b. Gideon’s final assurance comes not from God, but from the 

Midianites. 
6. The battle begins (7:19ff). 

a. Unusual weapon of choice: jars with torches in them, trumpets 
(7:16-22). 

b. God sets the Midians into confusion – every man’s sword against 
his comrade. 

7. Chapter 8 – still pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian. 
a. They stop in Succoth and Peniel for food, but Succoth refuses 

and so Gideon promises to come back to fight them. 
b. Kings of Midian are captured, sends army into panic. 
c. Go back through Succoth and Peniel and teach them a lesson – 

revenge.   
8. 8:22ff – Gideon’s ephod 

a. Israel asks Gideon to rule over them and to start a dynasty. 
b. Gideon replies, I will not rule over you, God will rule over you 

(good). 
c. Then he takes an earring from each of their plunder and makes 

and ephod and sets it up in Ophrah and the ESV says “all Israel 
whored after it.”, NIV: they prostituted themselves by 
worshipping it (not good). 

i. Note that Gideon not only sins himself, he draws others 
in as well – his family and all of Israel. 
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ii. Note also that they’ve gone from worshipping Baal – a 
Canaanite god, to creating their own god-idol to worship. 

iii. Note as Gideon correctly states, he cannot be king over 
them, since God is supposed to be king over them. 

iv. Though Gideon does not mention it, God is the one who 
has saved Israel, not him.  Notice he doesn’t correct 
them on this – he sort of lets it slide. 

v. So Gideon’s theology is correct, but his life doesn’t 
reflect it.  He’s a hypocrite. 

 
 

iv. God is with them, they break free, have rest (7:1 – 8:28). 
1. Gideon mentioned as having 70 sons and many wives (lived like a king). 

a. Multiple wives – a harem 
i. Direct opposition with Deuteronomy 17:17. 

b. He’s also got a concubine – who as we read further, we find out 
is not an Israelite.  (“Do not intermarry, do not follow after other 
gods” – last week’s discussion) 

i. He has a son with that concubine, names him 
Abimelech. 

1. Which means, “my father is king.” 
2. Although Gideon verbally denied being king, he’s sure acting like one. 

 
 

v. And then…Israel does evil again (8:33-25) and the cycle repeats. 
1. Gideon dies. 
2. 33: as soon as he died, the Israelites turned again and whored after the 

Baals and made Baal-berith their god. 
3. They fall away again – and the cycle repeats. 

 
 

2. For Next Time: 

a. Read Judges 9-12. 
i. Jot down questions, comments, linkages that you see (and make an outline if 

you’re brave). 
ii. Look for the cycles. 

b. In Judges 9, God sends an evil spirit between Abimelech and the leaders of Shechem.  
What is the reason for God sending this evil spirit? 

c. After Abimelech gets the millstone dropped on his head, what does he say? 
i. Why is that ironic? 

d. The information about the minor judge, Jair, is limited.  From what is given, what other 
speculations or conclusions can we make? 

e. The cycle of Jephthah begins with the worst “evil in the eyes of the Lord” that we’ve seen 
so far in Judges.  How many different kinds of gods are we told they were serving, and 
why is that relevant? 

f. In what ways is the cycle of Jephthah different from the other cycles in Judges? 
g. What do you make of Jephthah’s vow in 11:30-31? 

i. What do we know about vows from other places in the Bible and how do we use 
that knowledge in reading and understanding the present passage? 

h. Practice pronouncing “Shibboleth.”  You never know when that might come in handy… 
 
 

3. Class Handouts, etc Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 


