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“ Then the Lord raised up judges who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.  Yet they 
would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods.”  – Judges 2:16-17a 

 
“ The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord; they forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals 

and the Asherahs.”  – Judges 3:7 
 

“ Once again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and because they did this evil the Lord 
gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel.”   -- Judges 3:12 

 
“ And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after Ehud died.”               

– Judges 1:4 
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a. Author – unknown 
b. Date of writing – unknown 
c. Covers about 300-350 years of history. 

i. Between the death of Joshua and the establishment of kingship in Israel. 
ii. Perhaps, roughly, 1400 – 1050 B.C. 

d. General tone of Judges – sinking, chaotic, cyclical. 
e. Purpose: Portrayal of the consequences of disobedience to God. 
f. Setting: Post initial conquest. 

i. Recall that there is still the work of occupation to do. 
ii. In Joshua: 

1. Failure to fully evict 
a. 13:13; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12-13 

2. Initial conquest left them with the upper hand, yet worked remained. 
a. Initial shock and awe was complete. 
b. Now it was time for the clean up work. 

g. Composition 
i. Prologue (1:1 – 3:6) 

1. Introduction with Downward Spiral 
2. 2 parts: 

a. 1:1-2:5 – Incomplete conquest. 
b. 2:6-3:6 – Reason for failure. 

ii. Body (3:7 – 16) 
1. Cycles of Judges 

iii. Epilogue (17 – 21) 
1. Conclusion with Specifics. 
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a. Things start out looking good for Israel (1:1-19a) 

i. After the death of Joshua… 
ii. Men of Judah and the Simeonites doing the good work of booting the Canaanites 

out of the land. 
b. Then things take a sudden turn (1:19b) 

i. They were unable to drive the people from the plains, because they had iron 
chariots. 

1. They were captivated by their fear and did not trust God. 
ii. Then it spews failures to evict (1:21-34). 

c. Progressive loss of the land (1:21-36) 
i. Benjamin’s failure to evict. 
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1. The people of Benjamin could not drive out the Jebusites and so the 
Jebusites have lived with the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this 
day. 

ii. Manasseh’s failure to evict (27-28) 
1. Put the Canaanites to forced labor. 

iii. Ephraim’s failure to evict (29) 
1. Canaanites live amongst them. 

iv. Zebulun’s failure to evict (30). 
1. Canaanites live amongst them and become forced labor. 

v. Asher’s failure to evict (31-32) 
1. Now it says that the Asherites (one of the 12 tribes) lived among the 

Canaanites. 
vi. Naphtali’s failure to evict (33). 

1. They lived among the Canaanites, yet put some to forced labor. 
vii. Dan (34ff) 

1. Amorites pressed them into the hill country and did not allow them to 
come down. 

2. Border of the Amorites is expressed. 
d. Point: We should be reading about the borders of Israel, but instead, we read the borders 

of the Amorites. 
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a. Angel of the Lord comes (2:1-5) and he’s not happy. 
b. Incompleteness of the conquest has been expressed – Israel’s failure to fully evict. 
c. v6 - Joshua dies…again (second part of the double introduction begins) 
d. Another generation grows up. 

i. They don’t know the Lord nor what he has done for Israel. 
ii. Failure on the part of the parents, yet responsibility also on existing generation. 

e. They did evil in the eyes of the Lord (2:11), worshipping and following other gods. 
f. They provoked God to anger, God hands them over, sells them to their enemies. 
g. Then God raised up judges, but the people still fall short and prostitute themselves to 

other gods. 
h. The cycle: 

i. Israel does evil (2:11-13). 
ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (2:15). 
iii. A judge is raise up (2:16-18). 
iv. God is with them, they break free, have rest (2:18). 
v. And then…Israel does evil again (2:19) and the cycle repeats. 

i. The Lord was very angry with Israel (2:20). 
i. Declares that he will no longer drive out the Canaanites, but rather, use them to 

test/teach Israel (2:22, 3:2, 3:4). 
j. The night cap – intermarrying (3:6) 

i. Exodus 34:10-16 
ii. Deuteronomy 7:1-6. 
iii. Joshua 23:6-13 
iv. Judges 3:6 
v. 1 Kings 11:1-6 
vi. Nehemiah 13:23-27 
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a. The cycle 
i. Israel does evil (3:7). 
ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (3:8). 
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iii. A judge (Othniel) is raise up (3:9). 
iv. God is with them, they break free, have rest (3:10-11). 
v. And then…Israel does evil again (3:12) and the cycle repeats. 

b. Cushan-Rishathaim means “dark, doubly wicked.” 
c. King of Aram Naharaim (modern day Iraq). 

i. Located in the area between the Euphrates and Habur rivers in northern 
Mesopotamia. 

d. Othniel overpowers him. 
e. Some notes about Othniel 

i. Son of Kenaz literally means that he was a Kenizzite (ethnically, non-Israelite). 
ii. Most likely a proselyte along with Caleb. 
iii. Nothing negative is said about him. 
iv. Story is short, concise. 

1. Focus is more on God than it is on Othniel. 
2. We can clearly see God in each step of the cycle here. 

f. Othniel in the larger context of Judges. 
i. Focus is more on God than it is on Othniel. 
ii. Othniel (a Kennizite) married an Israelite while the Israelites were taking wives 

from outside of Israel (1:11-13, 3:6) – ironic. 
iii. The ideal judge in the downward spiral of Judges. 
iv. No unusual weapon of choice. 

� �
 (����� �

� � � � � ��� � �
a. The cycle 

i. Israel does evil (3:12a). 
ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (3:12b-14). 
iii. A judge (Ehud) is raise up (3:15). 
iv. God is with them, they break free, have rest (3:28-30). 
v. And then…Israel does evil again (4:1) and the cycle repeats. 

b. Some notes about Ehud / Ehud in the larger context of Judges. 
i. Contrast King Eglon (overweight and off-guard) with the big, bad, Cushan-

Rishathaim. 
ii. Mixture of positive and negative (albeit minor) attributes. 

1. Ehud is somewhat deceptive. 
2. Smuggles a sword in, offers a tribute, and waits until everyone leaves. 

iii. Ehud as depending on his own craftiness and stealth to assassinate Eglon. 
iv. With all that said, he is willing to take the personal risk without the personal 

reassurance that we will see needed by Barak, Gideon, and Jephthah. 
v. Unusual weapon of choice: homemade, double-edged dagger 
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a. First “minor” judge. 
b. Struck down 600 Philistines – saved Israel. 
c. Unusual weapon of choice: ox goad. 
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a. The cycle: 
i. Israel does evil (4:1). 
ii. They’re taken captive and/or are oppressed (4:2-3). 
iii. A judge (Deborah) is raise up (4:4). 

1. In this case, “was judging at that time”. 
iv. God is with them, they break free, have rest (5:31b). 
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v. And then…Israel does evil again (6:1) and the cycle repeats. 
 

b. Some notes about Deborah / Barak / Jael in the larger context of Judges. 
i. The 900 chariots in light of 1:19 where they would not trust God and were frozen 

by their fear. 
ii. Deborah’s charge to Barak in 4:6-7 indicates that he is destined for a role 

comparable to that played by Othniel in 3:7-11. 
1. His response (even in light of the assurance that Deborah has given 

him): he needs her to go with him. 
2. Barak’s reluctance in contrast to Othniel (Spirit of the Lord came upon 

him and he went) or Ehud’s risk taking. 
a. Barak forfeits the blessing of truly being used by God. 

iii. Like Ehud, Jael uses false pretenses to set up the assassination of Sisera. 
1. Both contain vivid detail. 

iv. God using the weaker to conquer the stronger. 
v. Unusual weapon of choice: tent peg. 
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a. Read Judges 1-5 if you have not taken the opportunity to do so. 
i. Trace out the cycle that we talked about today in the introduction as well as in the 

stories of Othniel, Ehud, and Deborah/Barak. 
ii. Read through the Scriptures from above on intermarriage. 

1. Why was this so important to God? 
 
b. Read Judges 6-8 as that will be the main section we deal with next week. 

i. What is different from the cycle of Gideon? 
1. What do we make of God’s interaction with Israel in spite of the 

difference we see in this account? 
2. How does this relate to your own life?  What can you draw out of this 

regarding God? 
ii. What does Gideon do when the Angel of the Lord appears?  What is his 

response? 
iii. Why does God reduce Gideon’s army? 
iv. Compare and contrast Gideon with the other Judges we have seen so far. 
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a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 

i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 
ii. Click on “OT History” under categories on the right side bar (which may be at the 

bottom of the screen due to some format problems) for posts with all of the 
handouts to date.   

iii. When you find the post you want, click on the title of the post to bring up the 
entire post complete with links to the files. 

1. Judges synthetic outline is posted with a title, “OT History – Part 3”. 
iv. I’ll also put some other stuff in there from my own study, etc as I come across it. 

 
 


