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“They devoted the city (Jericho) to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in 
it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.” – Joshua 6:21 

 
“Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare 
them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.'” 

–1 Samuel 15:3 
 

 

1. What Do We Do With A God Like This? 

a. Joshua 6:20-21 
b. Joshua 8:24-25 
c. The book of Joshua is full of this fighting and destruction and killing and death. 
d. The will of God:  

i. Joshua 10:40; 11:12 
ii. Deuteronomy 20:16-17 

e. Joshua is doing what he is supposed to be doing. 
f. Recall Joshua 5 and the commander of the Lord’s army. 

i. God isn’t just “allowing” this to happen, he is involved. 
ii. God “gives” or “delivers” all of these cities – almost every single instance where 

they are successful, we’re told that God gives or delivers the opposition into their 
hands. 

1. 6:2, 16; 8:1, 7; 10:8-14, 19, 30, 32, 42. 
2. 11:6, 8, 20; 13:6; 23:3-5  

g. What do we do with this? 
 

2. God’s Timing 

a. Genesis 15:12-21. 
b. Amorites – currently living in the promised land (along with the Hittites, Canaanites, 

Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites). 
c. God tells Abram that in four generations from now (which means about 400 years): 

i. Abram’s descendants would come back for the sin of the Amorites has not yet 
reached its full measure. 

d. Even as far back as Genesis 15 – way before Joshua is even born, God knows what is 
going on, he knows what is going to happen. 

e. The timing of the conquest is God’s timing – God’s perfect timing that he knew about at 
least 400 years before the conquest. 

 

3. God’s Slaughter Was Particularized 

a. Deuteronomy 20:10-17 
i. God distinguishes between those in the land and those at a distance. 

b. What we see in Joshua is Israel going against the nations that the Lord God is giving 
them – the ones in the land - the second part, not the first. 

c. Point: God didn’t just give them free reign to kill whoever, whatever came in their path.  
There were some strict limits. 

 

4. God’s Slaughter Was Purposeful 

a. Deuteronomy 20:18. 
b. God says, if you don’t wipe them out, they will teach you worship their gods and you will 

sin against the Lord. 
i. In fact, this is exactly what we see happening in Judges: 
ii. Judges 2:1-3, 20-23. 

c. These people were evil, they were worshipping other gods and doing detestable things. 
d. And part of the reason God, our God has ordered Israel to wipe them out is because he 

understands how seductive and tempting it is going to be for Israel to fall away and 
worship these other gods. 
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5. Know Therefore that the Lord Your God Is God. 

a. Deuteronomy 7: 1-6. 
i. Verse 6: for (or because) they are a people holy to (or set apart for) God. 
ii. God has chosen them – this    is    his     people.  His treasured possession. 

b. Deut 7:7-11 
i. THIS IS WHO GOD IS.  KNOW THEREFORE THAT THE LORD YOUR GOD IS 

GOD. 
 

6. Why Israel? 

a. Did Israel deserve any of this? 
b. Deuteronomy 7:7: God chose these people.  Not because they were special or numerous 

or because they looked like they would be the most likely to succeed in conquering 
Canaan. 

c. Deuteronomy 9:4-6: wickedness of Canaanites and unrighteousness of Israel. 
 

7. Why Us? 

a. But we’re just as filthy as the golden-calf worshipping Israelites. 
i. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

b. Why do bad things happen to “good people”? 
i. First off, the Bible says there is no such thing, right? All have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God. 
c. We live in a time right now classified as a time of common grace. 
d. There is going to come a time when the period of common grace is over.   

i. Moses was pretty clear about this in Deuteronomy 7:10: “those who hate him he 
will repay to their face by destruction;  he will not be slow to repay to their face 
those who hate him.” 

ii. Jesus is pretty clear about this in Matthew 13 in the parable of the weeds. 
1. Where the weeds will be collected first and tied into bundles to be 

burned, and the wheat will be gathered second and brought into the 
barn. 

e. Perhaps Joshua is a bit of a foreshadowing of what is to come.  The Amorites, 
Canaanites, Jebusites, and the rest, were living in a time of common grace.   

i. And that time came to an end for them. 
ii. The evil, non-God fearing people were wiped out. 

f. Intrusion ethics:  
i. Throughout our Bible, we see times of common grace.  And every once in a 

while, like in Joshua, we see that period of common grace intruded upon. 
ii. And one way to view this is that it is an example of what is to come when our 

period of common grace ends. 
g. We have a real hard time coming to terms with who God is and the fact that he can 

intrude on evil anytime he wants to. 
h. When something bad happens, lots of people in the world doubt God – if there is a God, 

why does he allow this to happen?   
i. Jesus was asked a similar question in Luke 13:1-8 and answered this: 

1. Jesus says, you’re asking the wrong question – you’re coming at it from 
the wrong angle.  That child who died, those “innocent” people who died 
in a hurricane, unless you repent, you too will perish. 

 

8. Some Questions to Ponder 

a. If a tornado were to come through tonight and wiped out half of St. Charles County, how 
would you respond? 

i. What if your life was taken? 
1. Are you confident that you would be going to be with the Lord? 
2. Are you celebrating now that you’re with the Lord? 
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3. Are you sad to leave this world behind? 
ii. What if you and your house didn’t get destroyed, but all of your friends and family 

did? 
1. Are you bitter? 
2. Did they deserve death more than you? 
3. Were they believers? 

a. Does that matter? 
4. Did you do everything you could to show them Jesus? 

b. What if Jesus came back tonight? 
i. Are we ready? 

1. Are you worshipping any other gods? 
2. Are you confident that you would be going to be with the Lord? 

ii. Would we be joyful or sorrowful? 
iii. Are we ready to leave this world behind? 
iv. What about our friends and family? 

1. Have we done everything we can to show them Jesus? 
 
 

9. For Next Time: 

a. Read Judges 1-5 
i. Jot down questions, comments, linkages that you see (and make an outline if 

you’re brave). 
ii. Everything seems to be going pretty well in Judges until we hit 1:19. 

1. If God was really with them, what’s up here?  Is God powerless to the 
iron chariots? 

iii. Judges 1:21-36 details a progressive loss of the land.  Try to trace this out. 
iv. Judges 2:11-19 lays out a cycle that we will see repeat 6 times throughout the 

book in specific stories.  The cycle has five major points – try to identify them. 
1. Try to identify these five points in the cycle of Othniel. 
2. Try to identify these five points in the cycle of Ehud. 
3. Try to identify these five points in the cycle of Deborah/Barak. 

v. Judges 3:6 points out the fact that the Israelites have intermarried.  Where else in 
Scripture do we read of God’s warning or prohibitions of intermarrying? 

b. Read Howard’s chapter on Judges. 
 
 

10. Class Handouts, etc Now Available Online: 

a. I’m making all of the handouts, etc available online at: 
i. www.toddsmindbloggler.wordpress.com 
ii. Click on “OT History” under categories on the right side bar for posts with all of 

the handouts to date.    


