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“The commander of the LORD's army replied, "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy." And Joshua did so.” – Joshua 5:15 

 

 

1. Preparation 

a. God speaking to Joshua, “Be strong and (very) courageous.” 
i. Echo of Deuteronomy 31 where the torch is sort of passed from Moses to 

Joshua. 
ii. Israel’s echo to Joshua, “Be strong and courageous.” 

b. The Lord is “giving” them the land. 
i. 1:2, 3, 6, 11, 15; 2:9, 14, 24 
ii. God’s work. 

c. Chapter 2 – Rahab, helpmate of the spies. 
i. Spies are sent out, go over to Jericho. 
ii. God using a prostitute (who lies) to accomplish his purpose. 
iii. She gives the spies the confirmation that God has indeed given all of the 

land over to them (2:24 – The Lord has surely…) 
 

2. Crossing the Jordan 

a. 3:7 – God begins to exalt Joshua so that all of Israel will know that He is with Joshua 
as He was with Moses. 

i. Not because Joshua is special, not because he is pure, or holy. 
ii. God’s purpose. 

b. 4:13 mentions the size of their army – about 40,000 
c. After they cross the Jordan, what do they do? 

i. They make a pile of stones on the west side as a memorial. 
d. 4:24 explicitly states why the Jordan (and the Red Sea) were parted. 

i. So that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is 
powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God. 

 

3. Conquest 

a. 5:1-12 – Circumcision of the whole camp. 
i. None of them had been circumcised, a reminder that no one is left from the 

original Exodus – these are the sons of those who came out in the Exodus. 
b. 5:13-15 – Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of the Lord’s Army. 

i. Joshua: Are you for us or for our enemies? 
ii. Commander: Neither 

1. He is not Joshua’s man, he is God’s man. 
2. “I am the commander of the army of the Lord and I have come.” 
3. Don’t think this is your work, this is God’s work. 

iii. Joshua: What message does the Lord have for his servant? 
iv. Commander: Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is 

holy. 
1. That’s it?   

c. God delivers Jericho in a miraculous way (Chapter 6). 
i. The walls fall down after 7 days of marching. 

d. Ai – 1
st
 Attempt (Chapter 7) 

i. Note that they seemed to have just decided to take on Ai on their own. 
1. They decided how many men to take, etc. 
2. Strong contrast to Jericho where the Lord is governing and active in 

the conquest.  
ii. Result is that they were routed by the men of Ai. 

1. 36 men were killed. 
2. They get scared – 7:5 says that the hearts of the people melted and 

became like water. 



  OT History – Part 2: Joshua 

            

  Page 2 of 4 

3. Where else have we seen hearts melting? 
a. Joshua 2:11 (People of Jericho) 
b. Joshua 5:1 (Amorite and Canaanite kings). 

iii. Joshua approaches the Lord: 
1. Joshua and the elders tear their clothes and fall facedown before the 

ark of the Lord. 
a. Joshua’s perspective vs. God’s: “your reputation is at stake 

here.” 
2. The Lord’s response: 

a. “STAND UP (you idiot).”  Israel has sinned (note the guilt of 
Israel, not just Achan). 

b. The devoted junk must be removed (6:18 was the warning) – 
you cannot stand against your enemies unless you remove 
it. 

c. 7:15 – whoever did this shall be destroyed by fire, along with 
all that belongs to him. 

d. They take Achan, the stolen possessions, his livestock, his 
sons and daughters to the Valley of Achor. 

i. They stone him and the rest and burn them 
(destroyed by fire [7:15]).  Then they heaped stones 
on top of Achan (another memorial). 

1. Memorial to Israel’s unfaithfulness. 
e. Ai – 2

nd
 Attempt (Chapter 8) 

i. God gives Israel a second chance. 
ii. God to Joshua: “Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged.  I have given the 

city of Ai into your hands.” 
iii. This time, the Lord is with them and it is clear. 
iv. They are allowed to carry off the plunder and livestock. 
v. They send 30,000 this time vs. the 2-3000 they sent in 7:3 on the first 

attempt. 
vi. They hang the king of Ai and then throw his dead body at the entrance to the 

city gate and place a large pile of rocks (stones) over it. 
1. A memorial to Israel’s second chance. 

f. Covenant Renewal (8:30-35) 
i. In accordance with Deuteronomy 11:26-30; 27:1-8. 
ii. They do just as Moses told them to. 

g. The Gibeon Deception (Chapter 9) 
i. 9:1-2 - everyone has now heard and they are coming together to make war 

against Israel. 
ii. But the people of Gibeon take a different approach – deceiving Israel into 

making a treaty with them. 
1. They put on some crusty sandals and get some old wineskins… 

iii. 9:14 explicitly points out Israel’s failure to inquire of the Lord. 
h. The Five Kings Attack (Chapter 10) 

i. Eventually, in Chapter 10, we see these five kings gather together and 
attack. 

1. They attack Gibeon because Gibeon has made a treaty with Israel. 
2. Gibeon cries out to Israel, and Israel finds themselves fighting to 

defend a city that they probably should have wiped out to begin with. 
ii. Nevertheless, God is with them. 

1. 10:8, 10, 11, 14b. 
iii. This is also the place where the sun stops (10:12-15). 
iv. Israel goes on to defeat Makkedah, Libnah, Lachish, Eglon, Hebron, Debir. 

1. 10:27 – another stone memorial. 
v. 10:40-43 summarizes.  

i. The Northern Kings (Chapter 11) 
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i. Israel then takes to the Northern part of the region. 
ii. 11:12-23 summarizes. 
iii. 11:20 gives insight into God’s sovereignty in this. 
iv. Conquest is sounding very complete. 

j. Listing of Defeated Kings (Chapter 12) 
 

 

4. Division of the Land to the Tribes of Israel (13-22) 

a. Central heart of the book of Joshua. 
i. The deliverance and divisions of the land is the whole point of the Exodus, 

the time in the desert, the crossing of the Jordan, and all of the fighting up to 
this point. 

b. We tend to skim through these chapters, but these would have been some of the 
most important chapters to the Israelites. 

c. Note 13:1 – there are still very large areas of land to be taken over. 
i. They’ve done the shock and awe campaign, now they have to go in and 

finish the work. 
d. Two individuals get property – Joshua and Caleb. 

i. Numbers 13-14, they were the two spies (out of the 12 that Moses sent out) 
that brought back favorable reports of the land. 

e. Failure to fully evict. 
i. 13:13 
ii. 15:63 
iii. 16:10 
iv. 17:12-13 

f. Cities of refuge (Chapter 20) – a total of 6. 
i. See Numbers 35, Deut 4, Deut 19. 
ii. Centrally located – see map in NIV Study Bible at Numbers 35. 

g. Levitical Allocation (Chapter 21) – 48 cities. 
i. Local religious teachers and instructors. 
ii. Perhaps not as active as they should be but none-the-less… 

h. 21:43 – overstatement?? 
i. All, everything, etc?  What about Judges? 

i. Eastern tribes return home (Chapter 22) 
i. Interesting confrontation. 
ii. Eastern tribes build an alter as a witness between the east and west tribes 

that they serve the same God so that generations from now, there will be no 
question.  (22:21-29) 

 

5. Conclusion and Renewal 

a. 23-24 – Exhortations to Leaders 
i. Now, it is to be fully possessed (23:4-5) 
ii. Nations that remain, the nations I conquered. 
iii. Contradiction? 
iv. Still work to be done � do the occupation. 

1. “You are, now be” 
2. We’ll talk about this more in a couple of weeks when we get to 

Judges, but basically, they have the upper hand.   
a. They’ve taken out the major cites and kings, but there is still 

work to do in occupation. 
b. 23:6 – Be “very” strong and courageous – back on track. (Joshua to the Israelites). 
c. 24:14-26 – God has been faithful to his word.  He has proved himself, even in our 

unfaithfulness. 
i. Joshua:  If serving seems unfavorable to you… 
ii. People:  Far be it (they confirm).  We too will serve the Lord. 
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iii. Joshua: You’re not able to serve the Lord… 
d. One final stone – remembering the oath. 

 

6. For Next Time 

a. Finish reading Joshua (if you haven’t). 
 
b. Finish reading Chapter 2 from Howard’s book (if you haven’t). 
 
c. Next week we’ll finish Joshua and also discuss, “what do we do with a God like 

this?”. 
i. Our focus once we finish Joshua will be on Holy war – namely, how can a 

holy, just, and loving God command such barbarianism and conquest? 
ii. As you read through Joshua, what is your gut reaction? 
iii. What questions are raised? 
iv. What reason(s) does God give for all of this destruction? 
v. What reason is God clear to state so that Israel does not get big heads?  
vi. What have you learned about God? 
vii. What have you learned about yourself? 

 
d. Start to read Judges 

i. We won’t talk about Judges yet next time, but the following week we will. 
ii. Jot down questions, comments or linkages that you see (and make an outline 

if you’re brave). 
 

 


