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Chapter 5: The Ark of God Takes Down Dagon and Tumors Spread. 

1. Philistines return to Ashdod with the ark of the Lord. 
2. Put it in the house of Dagon. 

a. SHOULD LEARN MORE ABOUT DAGON HERE. 
b. The next morning, Dagon is found laying face down and they set him back up. 
c. The next morning, Dagon is found face down before the ark of the Lord and his head and 

both hands were cut off lying at the threshold. 
i. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS? 

3. 5:6 – The hand of the Lord was very “heavy” against the people of Ashdod. 
4. He terrified and afflicted them with tumors. 
5. So they take the ark of God to Gath. 
6. God afflicted Gath – tumors break out there too (both young and old). 
7. Then they send it to Ekron, but Ekron is smart enough to not allow it into their city – there was 

deathly panic throughout their whole city. 
8. 5:11 – The hand of God was very “heavy” there. 

 

Chapter 6: Two Cows Return the Ark of the Lord to Israel. 

1. Philistines decide to return the ark of the Lord to Israel after 7 months. 
2. Send a guilt offering with it (6:8 – in a box beside it). 

a. 5 golden tumors. 
b. 5 golden mice. 

3. 6:5 – So you must make images of your tumors and images of your mice that ravage the land, 
and give “glory” to the God of Israel.  Perhaps he will “lighten” his hand from off you and your 
gods and your land.” 

4. To determine if all of this (tumors, death, rats, etc) was coincidence or the hand of God, they 
decide to load up the ark on a cart and tie it behind two cows.   

a. If the cows return to Beth-shemesh, they will know it was the hand of God. 
b. They go straight to Beth-shemesh. 
c. Israel sees it coming and rejoice, they offer sacrifices there. 
d. The five lords of the Philistines are reported as watching this whole thing (6:16) 

5. 6:18 – “The great stone beside which they set down the ark of the Lord is a witness to this day in 
the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh.”  Another stone memorial. 

6. Some of the men of Beth-shemesh looked upon the ark of the Lord (looked in?) and God struck 
them dead. 

a. 70 of them. 
b. WHAT IS UP WITH THIS PART? 

 

Chapter 7: God Delivers Israel from the Philistines. 

1. The men of Beth-shemesh call out to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, and they come and take 
the ark to the house of Abinadab on the hill. 

2. Eleazar is consecrated and given charge of the ark of the Lord. 
3. From that time – for 20 years – all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord. 

a. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 
 

4. Samuel tells Israel that if they are intending to return to the Lord, they must put away the foreign 
gods among them. 

a. They respond and put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth and they served the Lord only. 
5. Samuel gathers all of Israel at Mizpah. 

a. When the Philistines hear that Israel is gathering at Mizpah, they think it is for battle so 
they go up against Israel. 

b. Israel is scared and asks Samuel to cry out to God for them. 
c. Samuel offers up a nursing lamb. 
d. God thundered mightily against the Philistines and threw them into confusion. 
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e. Israel strikes them down. 
6. Samuel puts up a stone between Mizpah and Shen and called it Ebenezer (stone of help). 
7. The hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. 
8. The cities that the Philistines had taken were restored to Israel. 
9. Samuel is said to have judged Israel all the days of his life. 

a. He traveled around Israel every year and had his home in Ramah. 
 

Chapter 8: Israel’s Demand for and Samuel’s Warning Against Kingship. 

1. As Samuel becomes old, he made his sons judges of Israel. 
a. First born was Joel, second was Abijah – they were judges in Beersheba. 
b. They did not walk in the way of Samuel – they were after gain, took bribes and perverted 

justice. 
2. The elders of Israel approach Samuel and call him out on his sons. 
3. They demand a king “appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 
4. Samuel is displeased and so he prays to the Lord: 

a. God tells Samuel that it is not him they have rejected, but it is God they have rejected. 
b. God tells Samuel to obey their demand and tells him to warn them and to show them the 

ways of the king who shall reign over them. 
5. Samuel tells them what it is going to be like to have a king. 
6. The people respond: we want a king.  “That we also may be like all the nations, and that our king 

may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 
7. Samuel confers with God again and God confirms that Samuel is to obey their voice. 

 

Chapter 9: Saul is Chosen to be King, Meets Samuel 

1. Introduced to Saul – a Benjaminite. 
a. Father was wealthy. 
b. Handsome, young man. 
c. From his shoulders upward, he was taller than any of the people (big head?) 

2. Saul is sent out (along with one of the servants) looking for his father’s lost donkeys. 
3. They travel around and can’t find them. 
4. They end up in Zuph and Saul suggests they give up and go back. 
5. But the servant suggests that they go to the man of God in Zuph (Samuel). 

a. Note that the servant seemed to be more in the know than did Samuel. 
b. Saul makes a statement about not having anything to offer him. 

i. It wasn’t common for prophets to receive money or gifts. 
ii. May indicated Saul’s lack of knowledge on etiquette of speaking with a prophet. 

6. They go up to the city, some women tell them where they can find the prophet. 
7. We’re told that the day before Saul came to the city, the Lord revealed to Samuel that Saul was 

coming and that he was to anoint him prince over the people of Israel. 
8. When Samuel sees Saul, God told him, this is the guy. 
9. Immediately, we see Saul approach Samuel and ask for direction to the seer (he obviously wasn’t 

as in tune with God as Samuel was). 
10. Samuel tells Saul that he’s the seer and tells him that he is to go up before him and eat with him. 
11. He also tells Saul that the donkeys have been found. 
12. v20 is a bit oddly worded, but Samuel says to Saul “And to whom is all the desire of Israel turned, 

if not to you and all your father's family?" 
a. Saul replies that he is a Benjaminite – a lowly, humble one.  
b. Asks Samuel why he has spoken such. 

13. Saul goes up and eats with Samuel – given a place ahead of those who had been invited. 
14. Saul spends the night and the next morning, Samuel sends him off. 

a. Asks Saul to send his servant ahead. 
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