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“The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an 
altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.” – Genesis 12:7 

 

 "So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their forefathers, and they took 
possession of it and settled there.” – Joshua 21:43 

 
 

 

1. A Broad (and Brief) Look at the Pentateuch 

a. Genesis – “Beginnings” 
i. Genesis is a book of beginnings.   

1. Beginning of creation, universe, man, sin, covenants, relation to God, 
marriage, redemption, beginning of God’s people. 

b. Exodus – “Exit” 
i. Exit from slavery, bondage, Egypt.   

c. Leviticus 
ii. Laws – regulation of the sacrificial system and worship. 
iii. Holiness of God, how to relate to him. 

d. Numbers 
i. Testing, training, rebellion, consequence of rebellion. 
ii. Scouting out of the land. 
iii. Moses is told he will not enter the land (Nu. 20) 

e. Deuteronomy. 
i. Starts East of Jordan on plain of Moab. 
ii. Moses delivers final sermons and rehearses Israel’s history. 
iii. Talks/Teaches the Israelites how to live when they cross over. 

 

 

2. The Great Promise 

a. Genesis 12:1-10 
b. Content of God’s call. 

i. Leave. 
ii. Trust – and note that trust that does not lead to action is no trust at all. 
iii. Go to the land that I will show you (not “go to Canaan”). 

c. Content of the Promise 
i. I will make you a great nation. 
ii. I will bless you. 
iii. I will make your name great. 
iv. You shall be a blessing. 
v. The ones who curse you, I will curse. 
vi. And through you all the families of the earth will be blessed. 
vii. V7: To your offspring, I will give this land. 

 

 

3. Thematic Progression of the Pentateuch 

a. Genesis - the promise in Chapter 12. 
i. Posterity (offspring) dominates Genesis 12-50.  By the end of Genesis, we’ve 

got the prosperity thing down, and some of the relationship. 
b. Exodus/Leviticus. 

i. Relationship comes into prominence.   
c. Numbers/Deuteronomy – land starts to come into prominence. 
d. Conclusion 

i. Pentateuch ends with the death of Moses. 
ii. Cries out for continuation – Joshua. 
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4. Introduction to Joshua 

a. Joshua is sort of the climactic book. 
b. This is the part of the story that sees the land-portion of that original promise to Abraham 

come to fulfillment. 
c. Questions: 

i. Why is the statement “Moses is dead” relevant? 
1. Ties us to Deuteronomy because that is where Moses dies (Deut 34). 
2. We know Moses was not going to enter the Land. 
3. Numbers 20:1-12 (esp. 12), Deut. 1:37-38, 3:21-29, et. al. 

a. Why doesn’t Moses get to go into the land? 
4. Until Moses dies, we know they’re not going to be crossing over. 

ii. What is the relevance of the phrase “servant of the Lord”? 
1. Moses is referred to as servant of the Lord in lots of places. 

a. The first occurrence is in Deuteronomy Ch 34.  Why is that 
significant? 

b. This title, “servant of the Lord” used to refer first to Moses, after 
he is dead.   

c. All through Joshua, Moses is referred to by this title. 
d. At the end, after Joshua dies, he is referred to by this title. 

iii. Who is Joshua? 
1. Joshua 1: Joshua is the “aid of Moses”.  What does it mean to be Moses’ 

aide? 
a. Look for verses where Moses and Joshua appear in the same 

sentence. 
i. Present during the Exodus(?)  Most likely. 
ii. The first time we see Joshua is Exodus 17 and he is in 

the role of a military leader. 
iii. Goes up Mt. Sinai with Moses (not the first trip).  And he 

goes a little further than the rest of the Israelite leaders 
iv. Exodus 33 talks about Joshua being with Moses in the 

tent of meeting – where Moses saw God face-to-face. 
v. 1 of 12 spies (with Caleb) Numbers 13-14 

b. Original name, Hoshea (“salvation” or “deliverance”) in Nu 13:8. 
c. Moses changed his name, Nu. 13:16. 
d. Joshua = “the Lord saves” or “the Lord delivers” 

 

5. Joshua’s Charge (1:5-9) 

a. Be strong and courageous - I will be with you (promise of divine accompaniment). 
i. Be strong and courageous (v6) 

1. To lead people (accept the task) 
ii. Be strong and very courageous (v7) 

1. To obey the Law (Torah) 
2. Takes courage to accept the task, and exceptional courage to do it God’s 

way. 
iii. Be strong and courageous v(9) 

1. Face terror � there are terrifying aspects to walking by faith – especially 
when death is a threat.   

b. Again in 1:18, Joshua goes through the camp and tells them all to get ready and is 
undoubtedly wondering a little bit how this is all going to turn out. 

i. The Israelites respond to Joshua, “be strong and courageous.” 
ii. Draws us back to Deuteronomy 31. 

1. Deuteronomy 31 is interesting! 
2. 31:1-8: happy times. 
3. 3:14-23: not so happy times. 

a. What do you think Joshua is thinking? 
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b. This story is not just about Israel, it’s about God. 
 

6. For Next Time: 

a. Read all of Joshua. 
i. Journal, jot down questions, comments or linkages that you see (and make an 

outline if you’re brave and/or anal). 
b. Read Chapter 2 of Howard’s book. 
c. Ask yourself some questions: 

i. What stands out in Chapter 1 as a repeated theme? 
ii. What do we make of Rahab’s lie? 
iii. After they cross the Jordan, what do they do? 

1. Keep track of every time you read that they created a pile of stones. 
iv. In 5:1-3, Joshua encounters the Commander of the Lord’s army.  Whose side 

does he say he is on? 
v. What is different about the first attempt to take Ai in contrast with Jericho? 
vi. In the division of the land (chapters 13-22), who are the only two individuals who 

get land? 
vii. What do you see as an overarching theme (or themes) in the book of Joshua? 

 


